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SOCIOLOGY AND SOCIETY

INTRODUCTION

Let vus begin with some suggestions
that are ofien made (o young siudenis
ltke you. One ndvice often made is.
“Study hard and you will do well tn
e ™ The secend advice as often made
is. = If you do this subjeci or set of
subjects you will have a betier chance
of getitng a gond Job (n the future”. The
third could be. * As a bay this does ngl
seetn a-cotrect cholee of subject” ar"As
a pirl. do you think your cholce of
subjects Isa practical one? The fourth,
“Your family needs vou to get a job soon
so why choose a professton that will
take a very long time” or “You will join
your family business so why do you
wisl to do this subjeul™

Let us examine the suggestions, Do
vou think the first advice contmdicls
the vther three? For the first advice
suggests that U you wark very hard, you
will do very well and get 4 good Job.
The onus rests upan the tndividoal. The
second advice sugpests that apan from
your mdvidual effort. there 1s 4 job

markel hal decides which subject
cholee may Increase or decrease vour
chanees In the job markel The third
and finirth advice complicate the matter
even more. 1L 18 nol just our pesonal
effort or jusi Lhe job markel (hat makes
A difference —our genkder and Gmily or
sdclal background alse maller.

Indvidial efforis mattes a greal deal
Bul do mol necessarily deflne oulcomes.
Aswe saw Lhere are olher sectal [aelors
that play an lmporiant role in the final
auteome. Here we have only mentioned
Lthe Job markel’. the “sociocconomic
background” and “gender’. Can vou
think of other factors? We could well
asie. “Who decides what 1s a "good job™”™
Doall sovteties have stmilar notions of
whait 1s a “good {ob?" Is money the
criteria? Or is 1t respect or social
Tecognition or tndividual satisfactton
that decides the worth of a job? Do
culture and social norms have any mle
to play?

The mndividual student must study
hard (o do well. Bul how well h/she
does ts stmetured by a whole set of
sooletal factors, The job market Is
defined by the needs of the economy.
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The needs of e eeanmny are agatn
determined by Lhe economic and
political policies pursued by the
governmenl. The chances of the
tnidvidus! student are affected both by
hese broader political and economic
measures as well as by Lhe soclal
backuround of her/his famtly. This
aves us a preliminary sense of how
snciology studies human soclety as an
mterconnecied whole. And how soctety
and the mndividual mleract with each
olher. The problem of choosing subjects
in the semor secondary school 5 4
source of personal worry lor the
individual stidesit. Thal this is a
braader public tssue, affectng studenis
as a collectve entity 1s sell estdent. One
of the tasks of soclolegy 1s o unravel
the conneécton between a personal
problem and a public 1ssue. This 1s the
{irst theme of thits chapler.

We have already seen that a “good
Job' means different things (o different
spcleties. The soctal esteem thal a
parucutar kimd of job has or does not
have [or an mdividual depends on the
culture of his/her ‘relevant soctely”.
What do we mean by ‘televant society™
Does it mean the ‘sociely’ the iIndividual
belongs (o? Which soctely does the
individual belong (o? Is it the
nelghbonrhood? [s it the community?
Is i1 the caste or iribe? Is it the
professional eirele of the parents? Is 1t
the natton? Second. this chapler
therefore Jooks at how the individaal in
macdern lmes belonos lo more than ome
soctely. And how sacleties are unequal.
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Third, this chapler inlroduces
soviology as a systemalle study of
sociely, distnel from philasopliieal dnd
religious reflections, as well as our
everyday common sense observallon
about soctety, Fourth, this distinet way
of studyving soctety can be belter
understood If we look back historically
at the intellectual 1deas and matertal
contexts within which sociology was
bom and later grew. These ideas ancd
malerial deveélopments were mainly
western bul with global consequences,
Filth, we look at this global aspect and
the manner in which socloloey emergecd
in India. U s tmportant o remember
that just as each of us have a
Blography, so does a discipline.

Understanding the history of a

discipline helps understand the
discipltne. Finally the scope of soctology
aryd 1S relattonship (o other disciplines
is distussed. '
&
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THE SOCIOLOGICAL IMAGINATION:
THE PERSONAL PROELEM AND THE
PusLic IssuE

We began with 4 set of suggestions that
drew o attention (o how the mdividual
and soctety are dialectically linked. This
{s a potnt that sociologtsts over several
generations have been concerned with.
C. Wright Mills rests s visien of the
soclological imagmalion precisely in
the inrsvelling of how the pesonal and
public are related.
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Read the text from Mills carefilly. Thmmrﬂrhlhﬂmntmd repont bulow,
16 you tintice how (e visun b of @ poor aned hameless couple? The soclologhent
imugfintion helps to understund snd) expliin homelessness s o public Bsue
Clom your fitemiify whnt coold e the causes for homolessness? Different groups
mmﬁmmmMMmﬂmﬁwmﬁmW

IHullq, raral bo urban migration, ete, Digeuss hese. Do vou nilice low

he stite considérs homelessness ax i public lEsue (hat réquires contrele
mﬂaurmmmmkm Etmunnﬂu llml'mdﬂhnﬂun!nmsﬁtm-ﬂmuﬂﬁ"

The socislpifeal imogiralon crmbles g8 0 grasp Nistory and Bidgrapt noid
the melabions hetween the bwn within society. Thal is its task amd [rormise;
Perbaps the mest fraitiul distinetion with which the sociological imaginaiion
works i between ‘lbe personal troubles of the miliew’ and ‘the publie issues
of soctal structume’.. Trounbles sceur withio the chameter of the matividual
and within the range of his immediale relations with others: they bave to do
with his self und with these imited arcas of socnl fife of which e is directly
and personally aware... lssues have to do with matters that tmnscend these
locil environments ol the individisal and, e rande of his inner Lfe.

The [ets of contempernery: history are ulso Bets ahond the speeves and the
fallure of Hidividual men ond women. Whon @ soglety B indusirinlised, o
peasant becomes o worker; g fomind lord is Hgoidated or bocomes o
businessman, When clnsses rise or fall, 0 man s employed or unemployed:
when the e of nvestmenl goes up ot dowr, @mean Likes mew beart or goos
broke. When wars happes. an insuranes salesmon beoomes o rockel
launelier; o store dlérde, o rodor mant o wife bees olobie; o ¢illd grovws ap
witheowl o mther. Neither the il of an fodividua! o the history of o sorjcty
can be understood withouwt understandimg botho. (Mills 1955,

The Pradhan Maniri Awas
Yojua-Camomin, opermtionnlised
from 2016 is @ nujor scheme
by the Minkstry of Rumal
Dgvelopment (MORD) provides -
and labour suppor!
to houseless families and
thode tiving tn dilapidated
Kutchu hotisss (o build
houses. Can yow think of
other tmnm that show thie
compection Letween angl-

prabilerns sl puliblc famiye=?
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PLURALITIES ARD INEQUALITIES
In the conlemporary world we helong,
in-a sense, o mare than one ‘soclety”.
When amidst foretgners reference to
‘onr soctety’ may mean 'ndtan soclety’,
but when amongs! fellow Indtans we
may use the term 'our society” o denote
# lnguistic or ethnic community, a
religious or caste or tribal soclety.
This diversity makes deciding
which ‘soctely” we are talking about
diffienll. Bul perhaps this diffteulty
of mapping sociely 15 not confined to
sociologists alone as the comment below
will show.
While reflecting on whal to focus

on in his ftlins, (he great indtan film

maker Satvajll Ray wondered:

Whnt should yvou pud in yeur ilnx?
Wit i o lemee ool Wnul.;i yy
leave the eity behind uod go ta'the
village where cows firnze o Lhe
endless felds and the shepherd
plays the flute? You can make o
film here Lt would be pure .uui
fresh and have the delloate rhythm
ol it boatman's song,

Ur would you rather go back in
time-way back Lo Lhe Eples,
where the gods-and demans Look
siddes in the gread batile where
brothers 'kitled hrothers.,,

Or wuultl.'ﬁm mather siay whore
voll are, right in the present, in
the heari af this manstrius,
teeming, bewitdering clty, aml iry
o irchesirsdte LS dizzying conlmsts
of sighl and sound and milien?

INTROTICING SOCIOTLHGET

This question of whal to focus in
society ts indeed central o soclology.
We can take Satyajlt Ray's comments
further and wonder whether his
depletion of the village ts romantic.
It would be Interesting (o contrasi this
with a soctologist’s acoount of the Dalit
tn the village below.

The first time | sow him. he was
sitting on ithe dusty road in
fromt of one of the small thalch-
roofed tea shops in | e viloge
with nhis glass and siiacer
plirced corspiousisly side him—
a silent sifmal o the shopkecper
thal an Untsuchable wanted Lo buy
some ten., Mull was o gaunt forty-
wear-old @ith betel-blackened teeth
who wore-his lomg hair swepl back
(Freeman 1974),

Jgu't]lintp from Amartyva Sen perhaps

flustrates well how Inegualily is cenfral
Lo differences among socielles.

Some Todifins e riclh; dwmsl are
not. Some are very well educated;
ollets are Hllerale. Some lead
easy lives of luxury; others toll lued
for ke reward. Some are politcally
powerful; olhers cannot influemee
anything. Some have  great
opporiunitics for advmncement. in
life; others lack them plingeiher:
Some nre (reated with respeet by
the police; others ore trealed like
iirt. These nre differen) kinds of
Ineguality. and ench of Lhiem
requlres serious dllention [Sen
2005:210-11).
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INTIRATHUCING SOCIOTAHGY

The recetit Natsnal Farnbly

Activity 2
The roceiit Natsonal Fardly Heslth Survey of Lhe Govermment of hidi sugsests
Ul Aboess (o snitation fcilities bs mon: thin 60 per cont. Find oid about othies
\eabven o Oeisl fwgalty, o Wistamis cdications, bell, exmploymerit, i

INTRODUCING SOCIOLOGY

You have atready been acquatnted with
the soctalogical imagination and the
central concern of soctolepy to study
soclety as an intercomnected whole.
Onar discussion on the tndividual's
cholces and the Job markel showed
how the economie, polttical. familial,
cultural, edocattonal tnsttutions are
Interconnecied. And how the individoal
is both constratned by it and yel can
change I o an extent. The next few

chiaplers will elaborale on different

msttutions as well as on culture. Itwill
also [ocus o1l some key lerms and
concepis In sociology Lhat will etiable
vou lo wsnderstand soclety. For
soctology 1s the study of human social
Ife. groupe and socielies. (s suibject
mailer 5 our own heliaviour as soctal
bemnpes.

Sotblogy 16 nol the st subject (o
o so. People have always obiserved and
reflecied upan socielies and groups n
whilch they live. This Is evident in the
wrilings of phflosophers, religious
teachers, and legislalors of all
civillsations and epochs. This human
tralt (o (hink about our lves and aboul
soctety 1s by no mesns confined (o
phttosophers and soctal thinkers: All of
us do have tdeas aboul our own

evervday life and also aboul others’
lives. about our own “society’ and also
aboul others” ‘soclety’. These are oar
crEryday nollons, our coimon sense
in terms of which we live our lives,
However Lthe dbservallons and wdeas
thal sodiology as a disciplind makes
about ‘soctely’ ts different from both that
of philosophical refllections and
COHTNTIT SETise

Observations of phillosophical and
religlons Lhinkers are often about
what 1s momi or immorz! n foman

‘behaviour, about the destrable way of

living and about a good sociely.
Sociology too concerns Htself with norms
and values, But Uts focus 15 not on
norms and values as they ought o be,
as goals thal people should pursue. [is
concern s with the way they funcifon
In actual societies. (In Chapler 3. you
will see how soctology of rellgion Is
different [rom a Lheolegical study).
Empirical study of soclélles 1s an
trnpartant part of what soclologists do.
This however does nol mean Lhal
soclology 1s nol concemmned wilh values,
It only means (hal when a soclaloglst
studies a soclety, e soctologisl 1s
willing (o observe and collect findings,
even I they are nol to her/his personal
hkdng.

Peter Berger makes an unusual but
effective compartsor (o make the point.
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In any polideal or milltary conflic
it is of advantage to capture the
imformuation used by the intelligence
orgiins of the opposing side. Bt thits
ts s0 only becanse gond intelligence
carsisis of mformation free of hios.
If a spy does his/her meporting in
terms af the ideology and ambitions:
of hisfhor supoeriars, his/her
ropris nre useless ool ondy Lo the
enemy, i the ntter shonld capture
them, bt also o Lhe spy's own
sdide. . The soclologisl i a spy in vwery
minch e sane way. Hisfher Job ks
Lo meport oS8 ecoralely s hefsh
can abéul o certain besmim (Berger
1863:16-17).

Does Uits mean that e soctologist

lias no social responstbility Lo ask.

abioul the goals of his/her study or the
work (o which the soclologcal findings
will be applled. He/she has such a
responsibilily, Just like any olher
clitzen of society, But this asking 1s nol
soclological asking. This 1s Uke the
biologist whose hlological knowledge
can be emploved to heal or Kb, This
does not mean the biologist 1s free of
respansthility as (o which use s/he
serves, Bul this 1s nol 3 blologleal
question.

Sociology has from Its beginnings
undersiood Itsell as a science. Unbke
commansensical observations or
phtlosophical reflections or theolpgica!
commentartes. sociology ts bound by
scientific canons of procedure, [t means
that the statements that the sociologis!
arrives at mms| be armived at through
the observations of certain mies of

evidenece that allow others to check on
or to repeal (o develop hits /Mier findings
further. There has been constderable
debate wilhin soctology aboul the
differences betwesn natural solenoe and
lnman science, betwesn quantilative
and gualildtive réscarch, We need nol
enter thits here, Bul what Is relevant
here is that sociology in iis ohservailon
and analysts has (o [ollow ceftatn rules
[(lal can be checked upon by others,
In the fiexl secllon, we compare
soclological knowledge Lo comimon
sense knowledge wiinch will onee again
emphastse the role of methods.
proeedures and rules n the manner in
which sociology conducis s
observation of soclety. Chapter 5 of this
bpok will provide you with a sense of
what soclologists do and how they go

-about studving soctety. An elaboration

of the differences belween soctology
and common sense knowledoe will
help towards a clearer tdea of the
sociotogical approach and method.

B

SonoGy AND CoMMON

Sexse KNOWLEDGE

We have seen how soclological
kntowledge 1s differenl from thieological
and phllosophical observallons.
Likewise soclology s dillerenl [rom
common sense observallons, The

Common sScnsc r:xplan allons are

gencrally based on what may be called
malurallsile’ and/for Individaallisiic
explanation. A naturalistic explanation

for behaviour resis on theassumption

that one can really tdentify ‘natural’
reasons [or behaviour.
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An mmpl: of hnwi*ty hits been
below nrd we ulse Louched
upon it in our discussion oo (b
homecless. Think of other fssues and
hnwmtyrm&i hcuphluullua
matitmbislic and mﬁdnﬂmi

Soctology (hus breaks away from
both common sense pbhservatlons and
ideas as well as from philosephical
thought. it does nol always or even
generally lead (o spectacular resulis.
Bul meaningful and unsuspecied
comnnections can be reached only by
sifitng through masses of connections.
Greal advances tn soclological

INTIRATHUCING SOCIOTAHGY

knowledge have been made, generally
incrementally and only rarely by a
dramatic breakthrough,

Soclology has a body of concepls,
meihods and data, no matter how
loosely coordinated. This cannol be
subsiituied by common sense.
Common sense 15 unrelleciive sinee 1l
does nol queston s own orlging. Or
i other words 1t does nol ask Hself
“Why do | hold this view?" The
socivlogist must be ready to askof any
af our beliels, aboul ourselves —no
mitter how cherished — ©is this really
507" Both the systematic and question-
g approach of soclojogy 1s deriverd
from & broader traditton of scientfic
investigalion, This emphasis on

Inedin tn the nﬁhﬁ
lht'dﬁl.th of In
i:ri

Enpmraiion of Ienirerefisie Stk

Poverty Prmplis are poos beitise Uy ane Conlemporary POsesty is citzsed
afcni of wirh. come from Ly the strocture of ineijunlity tn
probiem families, are tmohie (o clnss sockety and 15 Aperiencmd
bued el properly. suller from bow By Vv by s (e fremem ebiro e
et e o stuilessTiees: prreguloridy of work amd low

whares klispsrmm ORTR).
usp! Connections?
I many soticties, hmuypmiuﬂlnd&lﬁnhuufdﬂumﬂnuﬂ

inheriinnce posses fram fther (o san. This s understood os i
Reopimg in mined thit women Ienﬂqgfln;n gl property mights, ﬂw{;mmemrd

Kargih dexided that finoncial compensation for
it sroleiers shoukd go to thelr widows so that they were provided

ﬂmmmmlmmmfﬂmmomm

patrilloesil system.

e

of thisderision, {i fed to-muny foree) marvinges of the widows with their brovher
Irelaw {husband's brother or dewar). In stme crses the, brother-in-law (then
Bustand) wus o young child and e sister-i-law [Ehens wifo) & young wonsin.
This wiis (o exmaare (hal the compensalion it the deccased man's

patritinéal Eumily. Can yoi think of other such uniitended conseguences of i
sodinl nction or n stalc measure?

sy v
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scienilfle procedures can be understood
only I we go back 1n tme and
understand the contlext or soctal
situstion within which the soctologiesl
perspective emerged as soctology was
greatly influenced by the great
developments in modern sclence, Let us
have a very brief look at what
intellectual tdeas went tnto the making
of soclology.

T

'

THE INTELLECTUAL IDEAS THAT WENT
INTO THE MAEKING OF SOCIOLOGY

Influenced by sctentific theories of
natural evolution and findings aboul
pre-modern societies made by early
travellers, colonial administrators,
soctologlsis and soctal anthropologists
sought to calegartse sociclles nto
tvpes and to distingulsh stages in
social development. These [catures
reappearin the 190 century tnworks
of earty soclologisis, Angusie Camte,
Karl Marx and Herberl Spencer.
Efforts were therelore made o classtfy
different types of soctetles om Lthat
basts, for Inslanee:

= Tvpes ol pre-modern societtes such
as hunlers and gatherers, pastoral
and agrartan. agraran and non-

Imidustrial cvilisalions.

* Types of modem societies such as
the incdnstrialised socielles.

Such an evolullonary vision
assumed Lhal Llhe wesl was
necessarlly Lthe mosl advanced and
civilised. Non- wesiemn soclelies were
ollen seen as barbaric and less

developed. The Indian colomal
axperience has to be seen in Lhis iehi
Indian sociology reflects Lhts tenstion
whitch “go lar back to the history of
British colontalism and the
mitellectual and 1deological response
o 1L {Singh 2004:189). Perhaps
because of this backdrop, Indian
sociology has been particularly
Lthoughtiul and refllexive of iLs praclice
(Chauadliurt 2003). Yoo will be
engagineg wilh Indian soclological
thought, s cancerns and practice
in greater detatl 1o the book.
Undersianding Society,

BParwin's idess aboul organic
evolution wens i doninant influence on
earty sociologica! thought. Soclety was
often compared with living organisms
and efforts were made (o trace its
growth through stages comparable Lo
those of organic life. This way of lookmg
Al sociely as a system ol parts, cach
parl playing a given flunction inluenced
Lhe study of sacial insttintions ke the
[amily or the school and structures
such as stratification. We mention this
here bicause the intellectual ideas that
went inlo the making of soctology have
a4 direct bearing on how sociology
sinidies empirical reality.

The Enlightenment. an European
intellectual movement of the kale 17th
and | 8th cenburies, rmphasised reason
anud individualism. There was also greal
advancement ol sclentfic knowledge
and a growing convicilon thal the
methods of the patural selences showld
anid could be extended (o the study of
human affairs, For example poverty, so
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far seen as a ‘matural phenomenon’,
began Lo he seen as a ‘soctal problein’
caused by human lgnorance or
exploltation. Poverty therefore could be
studied and redressed. One way of
studying this was (hrough the social
survey thal was based on the balief thal
human phenomena can be classified
and measured. You will be discussing
soctal survey th chapler 5.

Titnkers of the early modem el
were convinced hal progress In
kmowledge promised the solution (o all
soctal s, For example. Aupuste Comite,
the French scholar (178B9-18B7),
consldered to be the ounder of
soclology, helleved (hal sociolomy wintld
contribute o the wellare of humanity.

-
SEX -
THE MATERIAL ISSUES THAT WENT
INTO THE MAKING OF S0OCIOLOGY

The industral Revolution was based
upon a new, dynamice form of economie
aciivily — caplialism. This system of
capitaltsm became the dnving force
behind the growth of indusiral
mamifacturing. Capitalism tnvolved
new altitudes and institutions.
Entrepreneurs now engaged (n the
sustainet. systemaliic pursull of profit.
The markets peoted as the key
mstrument of praductive itfe. And
goods, services and [abour becane
commodities whose use was
determined by rational calculation.
The hew economy wis compleicly
different from what 1l replaced.
Engiand was the cenlre ol the
Industrial Eevolullon. In order Lo

INTROTICING SOCIOTLHGET

understand how [ar-reaching change
industrtalisation brought aboul was,
we Lake a quick look at whal lie tn pre-
indusirial England was like. Before
industirialisalion, agrienliure and
tesutles were the chinf oocupations of the
British. Most people lived tn villages,
Like tn our own Indian villages, there
were peasants and landlords, Lhe
Iacksmith and lealher worker. the
weaver and the polter, the shepherd
arel the brewer. Sociely was smatl. It
was Juermchical. Le, the stalons anid
class positions of different people were
clearly deéflned. Ltke all tradiiional
soeeltes 1t was also characterised by
c¢lose mieraction. With industrialission

_each of these features changed.

One of the most fundamental
aspects of the new orider was the
degradation of abour, the wrenching
of woark from the prolective contexts of
guild, village. and famlly. Both the
radtcal and eomservative thinkers were
appalled at the decline of the status of
the common labourer, not 1o mention
the skilled crafisman,

Urban centres expanded and grew.
It was not that there were no citles
carlier. Bul thelr character prior to
indusirialisation was differeni. The
indusirial cities gave birth to a
compictely new kind of wrban world. It
was marked by the sool and grime of
factories.: by overcrowded slums of the
new Indusirial working class. bad
sanltntion and general squalor. |l was
also marked by new kinds of social
Inleractinns.

The Hindi film song on the next
page caplures both the material as well
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as Lhe experienttal aspects of cfty life.
From the (llm C.LD. 1956

Aye dil hal mushkil feena yalun
Zarn hal ke, zam beich ke yoh

hial Bombay meri Jaan

Kehin bualleling ko (racme,
aidn mior oo ol

Milia b yahan sab kuchh ik milio
mahim il

Insaan ka nahin kahin naam-o
nishaan

Kiihin satla, kahin patia kcilin clusT
kahin res

Kahin daoka, kahin phaaka kahin
thokor kahin Lhes

Hekmaoro fee hafn fooi koo gohom
Beghar ko aaivaraz yahan kehie hos
has

Khud kaate gule sabke kahe tsko
businegs==

Ik chweez ke hiain kel naam ypehan
Geela Bura duniya weh hai kelta
atsa bhola i no. ban .
Jo hai karia wolt hal bl ' hai
yahern ka yeh chalan

PARAPHRASE: Dear heari, IWe ts hand
here, you musi waleh where vou're
soing if you wanl to save yoursell, this
1= Bombay my dear! You'll find
butidings, yvou'll find trams, you'll find
motors, you'll find mills, you'll find
everything here exeepla human heart,
there's no trace of humanity here, So
much of whal 15 done here is
meaningless, Ii's either power, ar it's
money. or 1U's thell. or it's cheating. The
rich mock the homeless as vagaborids,
bul when they cul each ollier's (throals
hemselves, U's called business! The
same aclion 1s given various Names n
this place.

INTROTICING SOCIOTLHGET

Activity 4
Note how quickly Heitaln, the seal
'Hl&hhd;ﬂtrhlihmhmuw
an urban from o predominantly
rurnl socioty, Was this progess
lidentical o indm?
1810: 20 per cent of the popEnLo
lived o lowris and el
"l-'ﬂﬂ-ﬂﬂtu umlnl'lh:pu !

Thig mmss of Thudian lmndicrallsmen
ruincd as o resull of the influx
of manulacturcd machine-made
goodd of British industries were
nol absorbed in any exfensively
doeveloped imdigenous indosicics.
The ruined muss of these
handicrafismen, in the main, (ook
to agriculiure for subslstimoee
(Dressat 1575:70),

The [aclory and (ts mechanical
division of labour were ofien seen as

i deliberate atlempl Lo destroy the
peasant, the artlsan, as well as fnmily
atid local commmunity. The faclory was
percetved as an archelype of an
economie regimentation hitherto
known only in barracks and prisens.
Acenrding to Karl Marx the (aclory was
appressive. Yel polentially hherating.
Here warkers learnl both collective
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hmctioning as well as conoeried
efforts for better conditions.

Another tndicator of the emergence
of modern soclelles was the new
stimificance of clock-lime as a basls of
sortal orEnlsstion. A cruelnt aspect of
this was the way tn which. i the 18th
and 19th centuries: the lempo of
agricultural and manufaciuring
iabour tncreasingly came (o be set by
the cinck and ealendar m a way very
different from pre-modern forms of
work. Prior o the development ol
indusirtal capilalism, work-rhyllims
were sel by [actors such as the pertogd
ol daylight. the break between tasks
and the constraints of deadlines or
other soclal dulles. Faclory production
tmplied Lthe synchrontsatlon of
labuur — 1t hegan punclually, had a
sleady pace and took place for sel
hours and on partcular days of the
week . Inadditton, the clock mjected a
new urgency to work. For both
employer and employee 'ime s now
maney: it 15 not passed but spenl.”

Acﬁﬂij'ﬁ
Find oul fiow work is otganised i a

u-udltlmnlnmndt,nmﬂmynndu
call centre.

Activity 6
ehangied Indin lves in villyges amsd
cities.
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WHoY SHOULD WE STUDY THE
BEGINNING AND GROWTH OF SOCIOLOGY

W ETROPET

Most of the 1ssues and concemns of
soclology also date back to a tme when
Europesn soclety was undergoing
tummtuous changes tn the 1Bth and
19ih centuries with the advent of
captiattsm and mdustrialisation. Many
of the I1ssues that were rtsed then, for
example, urbamsation or factory
production, are pertnent toall modern
soclelles. even thoush their specille
features may vary. Indeed, Indlan
soctety with 1ts colontal past and
meredible diversity is distinet, The
soctology of Inidia reflects this,

If thts 1s-s0, why focus on Eumnpe of
that ttme? Why i= i relevant to stari
there? The answer is relatively simple.
For our past. as Indians are closely
lnked Lo the history of Hritish
capitalism and colontalism. Caplialism
in the west entalled a world-wide
expanston. The passages in the box on
nexi page represent bul two sirands tn
the manner thal western captialism
mpacted the weorld,

R.K. Laxman’s travelogue of Maaritius
brings home the presence of this
colonial and global past

Here Afrfcanes and Chinese, Biliaris
and Duilch, Perstans amd Tamils,
Arabs, French ofid Erglish all ruby
ety wilh otie ponollicr.. A Tamll,
fov jmstanee, bears o deceptively
sonih lmfan Gy amd @ name o @
with il to boot: Radha Erishna
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&vﬂmmml af moden
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Bhi:hnmm:ﬁn mﬂnﬂmwlummﬂmmmmﬂ
ﬂl; asrinst thielr will The mstiutior: of skavery declined
Imgn.mih-mmtmnmmumfmmummmw
tiken i shipsd by (e British for-funning their cotlon wnd
Pﬁhhmh.?‘gm mﬂ:nglhh gmmmw% -
i tlm wriler won; the
descendini Mm:dﬂ:mﬂﬁmﬁrﬁnmm}wﬂmm
mmmuﬁuﬂhnmlﬂnguhhlﬂuhm
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Govindan ts mdeed from Madms., |
speak to himoin Tamil. He sumprises
me by responding o frighiflly
angled English o wilh o beavy Frosieh
necent. Mr Govindon hoas  po
knpwledge of Tamil nnd his tongue
Hus comsed. curling o peecdhace Tamll
sty il centairies ko |1i|.ml.:|.il ) !

THE GROWTH OF SOCIOLOGY IN INDIA
Colomlallsm was an essentlal part of
modern capitaliam and mdusinialisation.
The writimgs of Western soclologisis on
capitatism and other aspects of modem
soclely are Lherefore relevant for
understanding soetal change n Indla
Yel as we saw with relerence Lo
urbantsation, colomialism mphed (hat
the impact of ndustnalisation o (ndia
was nol necessantly the same as in Lthe
wesl. Karl Marx's comments on the
tmpact of the East Indta Company bring
out the contrast.

India, the greal workshop of cotton
mannctore for the world, sioou
immemorinl fimes. now become
Irrdmied withi Enplbshl (wdsls and
cottati stulls. Aller iis own produce
hodd been cxcltded from Englsul,
of only mbmitted an the most croel
terms, Britsh manufactures were
poured into Il o small and mercly
nomwinml duty, (o the ruin aof the
native colton fabrics once seo
coelebmted (Morx [853 elted o
Desai 14750

Sootology i Indta atso had to deal with
wesiern wrilings and tdeas about
Indian sociely that were nol always
correcl. These Ideas were expressed
bioth in the accounts of colontal officials
a8 well western scholars, For many of
them hhtan soclety was a contrast Lo
weslern soclety. We take Jusi one
example here, the way the Indlan
village was understood and portrayerd
as unchanging,
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In keeping with contemporary-
Victonan-evolutionary tdeas, weslem
writers saw in lhe Indian village a
remnant or survival rom whal was
valled “the infancy af soctely”, They saw
tn nineteenth-century Inda the pasi of
the European soclety.

Yei another evidence of the colontal
herttage of countres ke India 1s the
distinction oflen made belween
soctology and soctal anthropology. A
standard wesiern textbook definition of
soctology 1s “the study of human
groups and socielles, giving particular
emphasis (o Lhe analysis of the
industrialised world™ (Giddens 2001:
699), A standard western definitton of
sortal anthmpology would be the study
of stmple socteties of non-westemn and
therefure “other cultures. 1o lndis the
siory ts quite dilferent. M.N. Snintvas
maps the trajectory:

In & eoumniry such as India, with (s
shee wrnl diversity, ol Engulstic.
refiginss, seolarims ethmie (rmhing
casic), and between numal and urban
arvas, there e b mowringd Cothers'..
In a culture and soclety such ns
Indin's, ‘the other” ecan  hbe
enconniered liternlly next door_.
(Srinivas 1 H6E205).

Furthermore social anthropelogy in
Indta moved gradually from a pre-
occupation with the study of primitive
people” to the study of peasanis, ethmic
groups, soctal classes, aspecis and
feptures of anclent civilisations, and
modern Industrial societies. No rigid
divide exisis between soctology and
social anthropelogy in India. a
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charactertslle feature of the two
subjects In many western countiries.
Perhaps the very diversity al the
modern and tradittonal. of the village
and the metropolitan in ndia accounis
for this,

THE SCOFE OF SOCIOLOGY AND ITS
RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER SOCIAL
SCIENCE DISCIPLINES

The seope of soclological study Is
extremely wide. |1 can focis s anslysis
of meaningful interaciions between
individuals such as thal of a shopkesper
wilhi a customer, between teachers ani

stmdenis. between two friends or famitly

members, |l can lkewise [oras on
nattonal 1ssues such as unemployment
ar casie conflict or the effect of state
policies ‘on forest nights of the ribal
populallon or rural indebledness. Or
camitne plobal soctal processes such as:
the impact of new fexible labour
regulations on the working class: or that
of the electronte media on the voung or
the entry of forelgn universities on the
eduration system of the country. What
defines the discipline of soctology 1s
therefore not just what it studies (Le.
family or trade umons or villages) but
how 1L studies a chosen field.
Soclology 158 one ol'a group ol
soclal sclences, which also Includes
anthropology, economies, political
selence amnd history. The divistons
among the various soctal sctences are
net Clearcut, amd ail share o ceTialn
range of common nleresls, concepts

ek B
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and methods. 11 1s therelore very
tmportant to understand (hal the
disttnctions of the disciplines are (o
some extent arbitrary and should not
be seen In A stealljackel fashion. To
differenttate the soctl sclences would
be (o exaggerale the dilferences and
gloss over (he stimilanites. Funhermore
femini=t thearles Tave also shiown the
grealer need of interdisciplinsry
approach. For instance how would a
political sclenlisl or economlst study
wender roles and (helr tmplications for
poliltes or the econoemy withoul a
soctology ol Lhe [amily or gender
diviston of [abour.

Soclology and Economics

Economics is the sindy of production
and disiribution of goods and services.

The classical economic approach deall

almost exclusively with the inter-
refattons of pure economic varjables:
the relattons of price, demand and
supply: money fows: otitput and input
ratios, and the lke. The focus of
traditional economics has been on a
narrow understanding of ‘economic
aclivity’, namely the allocation of scarce
goods and services within a society.
Eermomists who are influenced by a
polttical ecomomy approach seek to
undersiand economic activily in a
broader framework of cvmersiip of and
relattonship to means of production
The objective of the dominant trend In
economle analysts was however Lo
formulale precise laws ol economic
behaviour.

The soctologtieal approach looks
at economic behaviour in a brogder

= o you uuuu udm*iiumtm
antually lnnnmm peoples
nnusnn;dlm

* Do you think the utm of whil
_ﬂnﬁnu lnm:t ure is anly

« Da you ttdnk spmﬂhlg:' and
‘saving' hublis are :nlt::ra.’lt’y
fermed?

context ol soctal norms, valies, practices
and inleresls, The eprporale seclar

maAnagers are aware of thts, The large

rwestent in the advertisement tndustry

Is directly Unked to the need (o reshape
lestvies and consumplion patiems,
“Trenids within econotes such as femimst
evunamics: seek to broaden the focus,
drawing in gender as a central
arganising principle of soclety, For
mstance they would Ipolcat how work tn
the home is Hnked 1o productivity outside.

The defined scope of economites has
hetped in factlitating Uis development as
a highly focused. coherent discipline.
Soclalogists often envy the econonsts
for the precision of thelr terminology
and e exaciness ol their nieasures.
And the abilily to ranslate the resulls
of thetr theorelical work into praciieal
stiiggesilons having major implicatlons
lor publle palicy. Yel economists’
predictive abilittes often suller
precisely because of thetr neglecl of
madividual behaviour. eultuml norms
and mnstitulional resistance which
sociologlsts study.
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Plerre Bourdieua wrole tn 19485,

A true economie scimes would Jook
ol ol 'the posts of 'lhe economy-nol
only ot the cosis Hmil corpormtions
nre vopcerned with. Bol also. ni
crimes, suicides, and so on.

We need (o put forward an
ceonomics of happiness. which
would Lale note of all the profils,
individual mnd collective. malerial
mhidl symbalic, nssocinted with
nohviry (such »s security), nod plso
the material and symbolic cosis
associiated with Inactivity or
precamions employimenl (for example
copunnpllon of medicines: Frince
liolds e world eeond for e use
of mranguiiisers), (cited in Swedberg
2063),

Sociotogy unltke economdes usnally

does not provide technical salutions.

But it encourages a quesitoning and
crilical perspective. This helps
questioning of bastc assunipuons. And
hereby factiitates a discussion of pol
Just e technteal méans lowards 4
gtven poal, bul alse aboul the soctal
destrabiltty of a goal tselll Recent
trends have seen A resurgence of
ceonomic sogiology periiaps because of
both this wider and critical perspective
ol soctology.

Socivlogy provides clearer or more
adequate understanding of a soctal
situailion than existed before, This can
be elther on the level of factual
knowiedge. or through gaining an
tmproved grasp of why something 1s
happentng (in other words, by means
of theoretical understanding).

INTROTICING SOCIOTLHGET

Soclology and Political Sclence

Asin the case ol economics, there 1s an
mereased Inleraction of methods and
approaches between soclology and
palitical sclence. Cotwventional palitical
seience was focused primarily on two
clemenls: political theory and
government admintstration. Neither
branch myolves extenstve contact with
polttical behaviour. The theory pant
usually locuses on the deas about
government from Plalo to Marx while
courses on administratin generally
deal with the formal strmiclure of
governmenl rather than s aclual

aperalion. _
Sovtology ts devoled Lo the study

‘of all aspects ol soclely, whereas

convenlional political sclence
restricied Hself mainly (o the study of
power as embodied 1n formal
organisation. Soclolegy siresses the

lerTelationships between sels of

instiiulions including povernment.

‘whereas political sclenice lends to lum

altenlion towards the processes within

the povernment.
However, soctology long shared
stmilar mterests of research with

wore conducted during the last

general eleetions. You 'will probiubily
i bott features of political seience

nndumhﬂ:m """ I theni, Discuss how

iseiplines |nteriel and mulbually
Inﬂnm each ather.
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political sclence. Soclologists ke
Max Weber worked in what can be
termed as politteal soctology. The focus
of political soclology has been
increasingly on the actual siudy of
palttical behaviour. Even tn Lhe recent
Indian electons one has seen the
extenstve study of pollical palterns of
vollng. Studies have also been
conducted tn membership of political
prganisations, process of decision-
making in organisallons, soclologlcal
reasons for suppord of palitical parties.
the role ol gender in polilics, el

Soclology and History

Historians almosl as a rule study the
pasl. soclologists are more inlerested In
the conlemporary or recenl pasi.
Historlans ecarller were conlent lo
dellneate the actual events, lo eslabilish
how things actually happened, while 1o
socinlogy the focus was o seck (o
eslablish cansal relalionships.

History studles goncrele detalls
while the spoiologist is more likely o
abstract from concrete realitly,
calegorise and generalise. Histortans

today are equally involved in doing.

sociological methods and concepls In
thetr analysis.

Conventlonal hislory has been
aboul the history of kings and war. The

© Activity 9
Find om how historians luve
writhen nbout the history of art al
eritchet. of clothes and inshion. of
arehiterture and housing styles.

]

histary of less glamorous or exciing
evenls as changes In land elatlons or
gender relalions within the family have
traditionally been less studied by
histarans bul formed the core area of
the soclologtst’s tnlerest. Today.
however history ts far mone sociological
ard soctal litslory ts Lhe stuff of history.
it looks al social patlerns, gender
relatlons, mores, customs and
impartanl institutions other than the
acts of Tulers. wars and monarclhy.

Soclology and Psychology

Psyehology 1s oflen defined as (he
sptenice of behaviour. It involves Wtself
primarily with the tndividual. 1i 1s
interested i her/his intelbigence and
learning. motivations and memory,
nervous system and reaction Ume,
hopes and fears. Soctal psyehology,
which serves as a bridee between
psychiology and soclology, maintains a
primary interesl in the individual but
cancerns Usell with the way tin which
ihe individual hehaves in soctal groups,
collecuvely with other individuals.
Sociology atlempls Lo understand
hehaviour as I s arganised in soclety,
thal ts the way in which personality |s
shaped by different aspects ol soclety.
Far instance. economio and political
system, Lheir family and Kinship
structure, thelr culture, norms and
values. It 1s Interesting Lo recall that
Durkheim who soughl o establish a
clear scope and method for soctology
in his well-known study of sulcide left
out individual intenilons of these who
commil or lry lo commil sulcide In
favour of stalisiics concerning varoiis

ek B
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social characlerislics of these
tndividuals.

Anthropology in mosl couniries
tncorparates archacology, physical
antbrepology, cultural history, many
branches of inguisiies and the study
of all aspects of lfe tn “simple
socleties”. Our concern here 1s with
soctal anthropology and cultural
anthropology for U is that which is
close (o the study of sociology.
Socinlogy Is deemed to be the study of
mexlem, complex sociclics while sooial
anthropology was deemed (o be the
study of stimple soclelles.

A< we saw earlter. each discipline
has 1is own history or blography.
Sectal anthropology developed tn the
west al a Ume when i meant that
weslemn-traimed soctal anthropologisis
studied non-European soclolics often
thoughl of as exolc, barbaric and
uneivilised. This unequal relaltonship

INTROTICING SOCIOTLHGET

between those who studied and those
who were studled as nol remarked
upon oo ollen eariter. Bul ttimes have
changed and we have the ersiwhile
‘natives’ be they Indians or Sudanese,
Nagas or Santhals, who now speak
and write aboul thelr own socleiles,
The anthropologists of the past
documented the details of stmple
societies apparently in a neutral
scientific fashion, In practice they were
constantly comparing those socielies
with the model of the western medern
saciettes as a henchmark,

Other changes have also redefined
the nature of soriology and social
anthropoiogy. Modernity as we saw led
ip a process wherchy the smallest
village was Impacied by global
processes: The most abvious example
Is colonlalisin. The most remole village
of Indiz under Briush colonialisin saw
s land laws and adminlstralion
change, 1S revenue extraction alter, lls
manulacluring hdustites collapse.
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-Activity 10

*  Find ont where in lmlh: digd
ancestirs of the commpnity of
&mlmlivmhﬂim Tiave been
working n (b ten plantations
Assam oome from,

« When was ten cuithmtion
staried in ﬁ::mw

L3 l'iﬁ:i lhn.' Hﬂ‘lhﬂl :Irﬁ:lh i hl.'ﬁm.:

Contemprary global processes have
further accentuated this ‘shrimking of
the globe'. The assumption of studying
# simple soclety was that 1l was
hounded. We know Lhis is nol so today.

The raditional study of simple.
non-literate soclelies by soctal
anthropology had a pervasive influence

on the cotlent and the subject malter’

of the discipline. Social anthropology
tended to sludy soclety [stmple
sorlelles) In all their aspects, aswholes.
In so [ar as they speclalised. 1L was an
the basts of area as for example the
Andaman [slands, (he Nuers or
Melanesia. Soctologists study complex
socleties and would therefore oflen
focus on parts of soclely ke the
burcaucracy or rellgion o casie of a
process such as soctal mobility,

Soctal anthropology was charac-
lertsed by long field work tradition,
Iving mn the community  siudied and
ustng ethnographie research methods.
Sactologtsts have often relied onsurvey
meihod and quantilative dita using
siattsiics and (he questionnatre mode.
Chapler b will give you a mare
camprelerisive account of these two
Lradditions,
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Today the distinetion hetween a
simple socicty and a complex one Iself
needs major rethinking, India jselfts a
complex mix of tradillon and
modernity, of the village and Lthe ctty,
of casle and (rthe, of class and
ooimmunity. Villages nestle right tn (e
heant of the caplial eity of Delht. Call
centres serve European and American
clienls from different towns of the
coumiTy,

Indtan socloleay has been far more
eclectle In borrowing from both
tradittons. Indian seclolosists often
studied indin socteties thal were both
part of and not of onesown culture. It
could also be dealing with both
complex differentiated socleties of
urban modern India as well as the
study of tribes 1n a holtstic fshion.

It had been feared thal with the
decline of simple soclelies, soclal
anthropology would Iose iis spectficity
and merge with soclology. However
there have been futtful interchanges
between the two disciplines and today
often methods and techitques are
drawn from both. There have been
anthropotogical studies of the state and
globalisation, which-are very different
from the (radittonal subject maiter
of soclal anthropology. On the
other hand. sociology (oo has been
using quaniiiative and qualiiative
tectiniquies, macro and micro appwoaches
for studying the complextties of modern
socteties. As menlioned before we will
In a sense »on Lhis discussion in
Chapter 5. For mn India. sociology and
social anthropology have had a very
close relattonshitp.
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G

Gﬂ,pl,l:l]ls_lﬂ T A aystem ol ecopomie enterprise based on mucke! exchangde.
“Capliul” refers lo any assel, indluding moncy, property and muchines, which
can be used o protuce codmmodities Tor sale or mvesied inoo markel with

the hope of aohievingt o profit. This-system rests on the private ownorship of
as=zeis amd the means of prooduction.

Dlalectie : The existence or actlon of oppesing soctal forres, for instanve,
social constrnint and Individunl will,

Empirical Investigation : A fictual enguiry carried oul in ooy given areo of
sociologice] study

Feminist Theories: A soclologlesl perspective which emphusises the
centrality of gender In analysing the social world. There are many strnds
of feminist theary, bul they all slinre in common the desire o explain gender
Ineuizilitics n stclely ond (o work W overoome e,

Soclal Constraint : & (erm referring (o ihe Ew:l that the groups and societies
of which we are a pant exert a conditjoning nfluence o our behavioyrn

Values: ldeas held by human individual or groups about what s desimble,
proper, good or bad. Differing vilues represent key ospocts of voriotions in
human cullure.

- - = 4

ExErcIsgs

1. Why is the study of e origin anid growth ol sociology imporinm?

2. Discuss the different nspects af the (erm “socicty’. How s it different
from your commmon sense anderstanding?

3 Diseuss How there be grenler give and tnke among disciplines today.

4. Tdentify any personul problem thil you or your [rends or relalives are
foring!. Atlommpt @ sociological andirstmmting,
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